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§ 3.15 What is the maximum noise level 
for the operation of a vessel? 

(a) A person may not operate a vessel 
at a noise level exceeding: 

(1) 75dB(A) measured utilizing test 
procedures applicable to vessels under-
way (Society of Automotive Engineers 
SAE—J1970); or 

(2) 88dB(A) measured utilizing test 
procedures applicable to stationary 
vessels (Society of Automotive Engi-
neers SAE—J2005). 

(b) An authorized person who has rea-
son to believe that a vessel is being op-
erated in excess of the noise levels es-
tablished in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may direct the operator of the ves-
sel to submit the vessel to an on-site 
test to measure the noise level. 

§ 3.16 May I swim or wade in park wa-
ters? 

Swimming or wading is allowed in 
waters, subject to closures or restric-
tions designated by the superintendent 
in accordance with §§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this 
chapter. 

§ 3.17 What regulations apply to swim-
ming areas and beaches? 

(a) The superintendent may des-
ignate areas as swimming areas or 
swimming beaches in accordance with 
§§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this chapter. 

(b) Within designated swimming 
areas, the use of a surfboard or similar 
rigid device is prohibited. 

(c) The superintendent may prohibit 
the use or possession of flotation de-
vices, glass containers, kites, or incom-
patible activities in swimming areas or 
swimming beaches in accordance with 
§§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this chapter. 

§ 3.18 May I snorkel or underwater 
dive in park waters? 

(a) Snorkeling and underwater diving 
is allowed in park waters, subject to 
closures or restrictions designated by 
the superintendent in accordance with 
§§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this chapter. 

(b) In waters open to the use of ves-
sels, a diver must prominently display 
a dive flag during dive operations. A 
dive flag must not be displayed unless 
dive operations are ongoing. 

(c) The dive flag must be illuminated 
when dive operations take place be-
tween sunset and sunrise. The dive flag 

illumination may not consist of lights 
that may be confused with navigation 
lights or aids to navigation lights. 

(d) While on the surface, submerging 
or surfacing the diver must remain 
within a 100 feet horizontal radius of 
the diver flag. 

(e) If State laws or regulations exist 
concerning snorkeling activities, those 
provisions of State law or regulation 
are adopted. 

§ 3.19 May I operate a submersible 
within park waters? 

The use of manned or unmanned 
submersibles may only occur in accord-
ance with a permit issued by the super-
intendent under § 1.6 of this chapter. 
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AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 1, 3, 9a, 462(k). 

SOURCE: 52 FR 10683, Apr. 2, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 4.1 Applicability and scope. 
The applicability of the regulations 

in this part is described in § 1.2 of this 
chapter. The regulations in this part 
also apply, regardless of land owner-
ship, on all roadways and parking areas 
within a park area that are open to 
public traffic and that are under the 
legislative jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

§ 4.2 State law applicable. 
(a) Unless specifically addressed by 

regulations in this chapter, traffic and 
the use of vehicles within a park area 
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